When an Endangered Language Goes Global:
Documenting Chimiini

BRENT HENDERSON

INTERNATIONAL CALLS

&

Chimiini was once spoken only
in the port city of Brava on the
coast of southern Somalia, the
northernmost and most isolated
of the Swahili “dialects.” Though
spoken in Brava for a millenium,
the horrors of the ongoing civil war
in Somali have caused nearly all
speakers of the language to become
refugees now living in large inter-
national cities like Atlanta, London,
and Mombasa. As a result, the
unique language and culture of the
Bravanese is quickly disappearing.
In a multi-year project (now in year
three) funded by the NEH through
the NSF/NEH program Document-
ing Endangered Languages program,
I am working with Bravanese com-
munities, as well as other scholars,
to further document the Chimiini
language. This includes writing a
reference grammar and dictionary
of Chimiini, archiving digital record-
ings of the language, publishing tra-

ditional stories, personal narratives,
and other ethnolinguistic material,
and developing web-based materi-
als useful to the community and
heritage speakers. It also includes
exploring the language from a sci-
entific perspective and bringing out
insights that might be interesting for
theoretical linguistics.

Last summer I spent seven
weeks in Mombasa, Kenya meeting
many of the hundreds of Bravanese
who live there and talking with them
about their language. Together, we
collected oral stories, specialized vo-
cabulary about fishing, agriculture,
and traditional medicine, and doz-
ens of Chimiini proverbs. I was also
able to introduce the orthography we
have developed for Chimiini so that
hopefully people will be encouraged
to write the language more. Though
it isn’t home, Mombasa is much
closer culturally and linguistically
to Brava than London or Atlanta. I

was glad to see this has enabled the
Wantu wa Miini to maintain their
language to a greater extent, even
though many of the youths freely
mix Chimiini with Swabhili in their
speech.

The project is now entering
a phase of consolidating and finaliz-
ing data so that it can be made avail-
able to the community. This year we
will be depositing the data we have
collected into a digital archive for
endangered languages and working
to complete drafts of a grammar,
dictionary, and book of proverbs.

Brent Henderson is assistant profes-
sor of linguistics and affiliate faculty
in the Center for African Studles.
Funding for this project is through
the NSF/ NEH joint program for
Documenting Endangered Lan-
quages.

14

CENTER FOR AFRICAN STUDIES Research Report 2011


Prinect Printready ColorCarver
Page is color controlled with Prinect Printready ColorCarver 4.0.092
Copyright 2010 Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AG
http://www.heidelberg.com

You can view actual document colors and color spaces, with the free Color Editor (Viewer), a Plug-In from the Prinect PDF Toolbox. Please request a PDF Toolbox CD from your local Heidelberg office in order to install it on your computer.

Applied Color Management Settings:
Output Intent (Press Profile): ISOcoated_v2_eci.icc

RGB Image:
Profile: sRGB_hdm.icc
Rendering Intent: Perceptual
Black Point Compensation: no

RGB Graphic:
Profile: sRGB_hdm.icc
Rendering Intent: Perceptual
Black Point Compensation: no

Device Independent RGB/Lab Image:
Rendering Intent: Perceptual
Black Point Compensation: no

Device Independent RGB/Lab Graphic:
Rendering Intent: Perceptual
Black Point Compensation: no

Device Independent CMYK/Gray Image:
Rendering Intent: Perceptual
Black Point Compensation: no

Device Independent CMYK/Gray Graphic:
Rendering Intent: Perceptual
Black Point Compensation: no

Turn R=G=B (Tolerance 0.5%) Graphic into Gray: yes

Turn C=M=Y,K=0 (Tolerance 0.1%) Graphic into Gray: no
CMM for overprinting CMYK graphic: no
Gray Image: Apply CMYK Profile: no
Gray Graphic: Apply CMYK Profile: no
Treat Calibrated RGB as Device RGB: yes
Treat Calibrated Gray as Device Gray: yes
Remove embedded non-CMYK Profiles: yes
Remove embedded CMYK Profiles: yes

Applied Miscellaneous Settings:
Colors to knockout: no
Gray to knockout: no
Pure black to overprint: no
Turn Overprint CMYK White to Knockout: yes
Turn Overprinting Device Gray to K: yes
CMYK Overprint mode: set to OPM1 if not set
Create "All" from 4x100% CMYK: yes
Delete "All" Colors: no
Convert "All" to K: no



	15191_CAS_Research_Report_2011_Cover_p1-4 (1).pdf
	15191_CAS_Research_Report_2011_Text_p1-68 (3)

