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My research centers on issues
in the morphological and syntactic
description and analysis of Bantu
language. Bantu languages constitute
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That is, a stem with two causative and two
applicative suffixes is only interpreted as
having one of each. Similar sorts of suffix
doubling have been observed by others for
other Bantu languages.
These patterns raise interesting
questions: what is it about the derivation of
verbs in Bantu that gives rise to morphological doubling? What are the important
distinctions between the so-called ‘lexical’
set of derivational suffixes and the more
familiar ‘productive’ suffixes and how
do they interact in stems that contain
both? Since Chimiini is increasingly welldocumented, my hope is that this detailed
study of its verbal morphology will lead to a
better understanding of these questions that
can be applied to other Bantu languages and
human language more generally.
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