The Martin Rikli Photo Albums: A Snapshot of Ethiopia Circa 1935

DANIEL REBOUSSIN

| worked with the George A. Smathers
Libraries Digital Library Center staff this
summer to digitize and provide contextual
metadata for about 900 photographic
prints relating to Ethiopia (coinciding
with the Second Italo-Abyssinian War of
1935-36) in the Martin Rikli Photographs
collection. Our partner in the cooperative
effort to acquire this unique collection
has been the Samuel P. Harn Museum
of Art. Harn Director Dr. Rebecca Nagy
originally viewed these albums in Munich
in 2004, and after consulting colleagues
at the Museum fur Volkerkunde there,
contributed Harn funds to jointly purchase
them along with the Libraries' Africana
Collection.

These albums may have been a gift to members
of an official German delegation whose voyage
it documents. Germany was one of only a few
countries to assist and arm Ethiopia against the
impending attack by Mussolini’s forces in 1935,
despite their membership in the League of Nations.
The photographs depict a passenger ship voyage
from Marseilles through the Suez Canal to Aden and
Djibouti, followed by a railway trip to Addis Ababa.
The cultural and physical settings of rural and urban
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