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AFRICAN FLAGSHIP LANGUAGES INITIATIVE (AFLI)

Senegal Program

Fall 2025 syllabus

SSA 4905 / AFS 6930: Senegal Through History & Politics

Number of credits: 4
Number of contact hours: 4 hours per week

Language of instruction: French
Instructor: Waly Faye
L
Teaching materials

Teacher's presentation
Readings
Newspapers  

Multimedia supports
Description 
Senegal represents a dynamic intersection of diverse cultural streams: indigenous traditions, colonial legacies, Arab-Islamic heritage, and contemporary global influences. These interconnected cultures manifest through political structures, economic systems, artistic expression, and international engagement. This course provides students with comprehensive insights into Senegal's multifaceted social, cultural, and economic dimensions, enabling deep understanding of their host society's evolution and current dynamics. Through analytical exploration and critical examination, students develop the capacity to connect personal observations with broader societal patterns and transformations in their host communities.

Learning Objectives

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

1. Analyze and evaluate the historical foundations and contemporary manifestations of Franco-Senegalese relations, including institutional, linguistic, and cultural dimensions.

2. Compare and contrast processes of cultural identity formation across different Senegalese communities, examining how traditional values, religious practices, and social structures adapt to contemporary contexts.

3. Critically assess Senegalese democratic institutions, political participation patterns, and governance mechanisms, demonstrating understanding of state-society relationships.

4. Examine and interpret economic structures, development patterns, and the integration of traditional and modern economic systems within regional and global contexts.

5. Investigate and analyze social challenges, community responses, and policy interventions, evaluating the effectiveness of both traditional and contemporary social support mechanisms.

6. Synthesize and evaluate the effects of globalization, digital transformation, and modernization processes on Senegalese communities, demonstrating critical analysis of how local traditions adapt to contemporary challenges and opportunities.
Course rationale

Given the growing interest in African studies, this course offers students a regional perspective on African societies and cultures, focusing on one of the continent's most complex and dynamic countries, Senegal.

Course Philosophy and Methodology

This course employs an interactive, student-centered pedagogical approach that emphasizes collaborative learning and critical inquiry. The instructional framework integrates faculty-led presentations, scholarly reading analysis, and dynamic seminar discussions within an intellectually stimulating environment that encourages diverse perspectives and rigorous academic discourse. Students actively engage with course materials through analytical thinking, peer dialogue, and reflective practice to develop comprehensive understanding of Senegalese society.

Assessment Framework

Student learning will be evaluated through two primary components: analytical papers and a mini capstone research project, designed to demonstrate progressive mastery of course objectives and critical thinking skills.

Analytical Papers

Students will complete two analytical papers examining topics explored throughout the course. Papers are due at four-week intervals (submitted Fridays of weeks 5 and 9).

Paper Requirements:
· Length: 4 pages, double-spaced, 12-point Times New Roman font

· Content: Students select a contemporary issue relevant to Senegalese society and conduct critical analysis examining multiple perspectives, internal consistencies or contradictions, and potential impacts on national, community, or individual levels

· Approach: Demonstrate analytical reasoning, evidence-based argumentation, and nuanced understanding of complex social dynamics

· Format: Follow APA citation guidelines with proper source attribution

Capstone Research Project

Students undertake independent research on a self-selected topic relevant to Senegalese society, utilizing multiple information sources including WARC resources, University of Dakar library collections, digital databases, and current media sources.

Project Components:
· Research Question: Address how the investigation contributes to deeper understanding of specific aspects of Senegalese society

· Methodology: Comprehensive literature review and source analysis

· Presentation: Formal class presentation of findings and analysis

· Final Paper: 10-page research paper, double-spaced, APA format

· Academic Standards: Professional writing quality expected; mechanical errors will impact evaluation

Assessment Criteria: All assignments emphasize critical thinking, analytical depth, source integration, and clear academic communication.

Grading
· Grade distribution
Participation: 10% of total

In-class presentation: 10% 
Analytical Papers: 30% (15% each)
Final project: 50% (20% for presentation and 30% for written paper)

· Grading scale: The grading scale for the course is as follows:

Percentage grade    Letter grade
94-100%
               A

90-93%
               A-

87-89%
              B+

84-86%
              B

80-83%
              B-

77-79%
              C+

74-76%
              C

70-73%
              C-

67-69%
             D+

64-66%
             D

Below 64%
             F
Class presentation and participation 

Students will deliver analytical presentations examining current newspaper articles and scholarly publications relevant to course themes. Active participation is fundamental to the learning process and includes meaningful contribution to class discussions, engagement with peer presentations, and full participation in both classroom activities and field-based learning experiences. Students are expected to demonstrate intellectual curiosity, respectful dialogue, and collaborative learning throughout the program.

Academic Integrity

All written work must demonstrate proper attribution of sources and original analysis. Students must cite all referenced materials, including direct quotations, paraphrased content, and borrowed ideas, using APA citation format. Failure to provide appropriate attribution constitutes academic misconduct and will result in significant grade penalties.

Technology policy
Laptops and tablets are permitted for note-taking and academic purposes during class sessions. However, internet browsing, social media access, and non-academic digital activities are strictly prohibited during instructional time. Mobile phones must be silenced and stored away throughout class periods to maintain focused learning environment and respectful academic discourse.

Syllabus Modifications

Course topics, reading assignments, and their sequential order may be adjusted throughout the semester to enhance learning opportunities or accommodate current events relevant to course objectives. Any modifications will be communicated promptly to students through official course channels. Assessment criteria and grade weightings remain fixed regardless of content adjustments.

Accessibility and Learning Support

Students requiring academic accommodations or learning support services should discuss it with the instructor during the first week of classes.

Weekly course outline 

Week 1: History of Senegal
	Days
	            Topic
	              Teaching material

	
	Slavery and slave trade
	Instructor's presentation
Video 

Readings
· Akam Akamayong. (2019). 8 Janvier 1454: l’Eglise catholique et le Pape Nocholas V bénissent l’esclavage et la traite négrière. From http://rebellyon.info.

· Antoine, M. de Monclos. (2002). Les esclaves invisibles de l’islam: A quand l’heure de vérité? (Tome 6). pp 751-759. From www.cairn.info.

· Thioub, Ibrahima. (2018). En Afrique, l’héritage esclavagiste est loin d’être soldé. (Tribune). Le Monde. From www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article.

· Bocoum, Hamady, Toulier, Bernard. (2013). La fabrication du patrimoine: l’exemple de Gorée (Sénégal). pp 3-11. From http://journals.openedition.org/insitu/10303.


Week 2 : History of Senegal
	Days
	             Topics
	            Teaching material

	
	Colonization 
	Instructor's presentation
Readings
· Ibra, Séne. (2004). Colonisation Française et Main-d’oeuvre Carcérale au Sénégal: De l’Emploi des Détenus des Camps Pénaux sur les Chantiers des Travaux Routiers (1927-1940). Michigan State University Press.

· Diouf, Mamadou. (2000). Assimilation coloniale et identités religieuses de la civilité des originaires des Quatre Communes (Sénégal). Revue Canadienne des Etudes Africaines, vol. 34, N° 3.


Week 3 : History of Senegal
	Days
	 Decolonization and neo-colonialism
	Teaching material

	
	
	Instructor's presentation
Video
Readings
· Ambassade de France au Sénégal. (2017). Objet : Les relations économiques et financières entre le Sénégal et la France.

· Silence. (2008). Le néocolonisalisme, Nouvelles forme de colonisation.

· Madiambal Diagne. (2009). Attention aux clichés sur les intérêts français au Sénégal ! (Extrait). From https://www.lequotidien.sn/attention-aux-cliches-sur-les-interets-francais-au-senegal


Week 4 : Identity and cohesion in Senegal
	Days
	             Topic
	            Teaching material

	
	Construction of identity and cohesion sociale (caste and joking relationships)
	Instructor's presentation
Video 

Readings
· AGOWA, Ryo (n.a). Pour une meilleure compréhension de la structure sociale des Wolofs. Journal of Asian and African Studies (Vol. 78, 2009)

· Sarr, Ibrahima.(n.a). Les noms qui parlent : étude de la perception du réel à travers les systèmes traditionnels de nomination dans les sociétés sénégambiennes.(n.a).

· Cecile Canut & Etienne Smith. (n.a.) Pactes, alliances et plaisanteries Pratiques locales, discours global in Cahiers d'Études Africaines, Vol. 46, Cahier 184, Parentés, plaisanteries et politique(2006), pp. 687-754.
Visit : Traditional priest in Yoff (discuss spirits and traditional healing)


week 5 : Cultural values in Senegal
	Days
	             Topic
	        Teaching material

	
	Traditional cultural values in the face of globalization
	Instructor's presentation
Readings
Video
Proverbs


Week 6 : Senegalese political system
	Days
	             Topic
	          Teaching material

	
	Institutions and law framework

	Instructor's presentation
Readings
· Guèye, Serigne Saliou. (2019). Affranchir la justice de la tutelle de l’exécutif. In Seneplus (07/01/2019).


Week 7 : Senegalese political system
	Days
	       Topic     
	Teaching material

	
	Elections and political parties
	Instructor's presentation
Readings
· Brossier, Marie. (2013) Penser la participation politique par l’impératif religieux : trajectoires d’engagements musulmans au Sénégal. In Revue international de politique comparée (Vol 20).

· Ba, Mehdi. (2016). Partis Politiques au Sénégal: plus on est de fous, plus on rit. In Jeune Afrique (17 juin 2016). 
Guest speaker : Ndiaga Sylla, Electoral expert


Week 8 : Senegalese political system
	Days
	 Topic
	 Teaching material

	
	Civil society and civic engagement in Senegal
	Instructor's presentation
Guest speaker : Y’en a Marre 
Site visit : CSO 


Week 9 : Economy of Senegal
	Days
	 Topic
	 Teaching material

	
	Socio-demographic dynamics
	Instructor's presentation
Readings
· MEFP.(n.a). En route pour Engranger le Dividende Démographique au Sénégal. pp 78-94.




Week 10 : Excursion to Toubacouta

Week 11 : Economy of Senegal
	Days
	 Topic
	 Teaching material

	
	Evolution and socio-economic dynamics
	Instructor's presentation
Readings
· OCDE (2017), Examen multidimensionnel du Sénégal : Volume 1. Évaluation initiale, Les voies de développement, chap 2, Éditions OCDE, Paris,  https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264273092-fr.


Week 12 : Economy of Senegal
	Days
	 Topic
	 Teaching material

	
	The informal and social economy
	Instructor's presentation
Readings
· OIT.(2020). Diagnostic de l’économie informelle au Sénégal. Genève, Bureau international du Travail, 2020. pp 5-18.


Week 13 : Students’ research project presentation and finalization.
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