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The overall goal of this study is to investigate the impact of

the evolution, operation, and uses of Chobe National Park
generally, and elephant management more specifically, on both
rural development and biodiversity conservation. The focus is
examining the influence of these conservation strategies on rural
livelihoods and socio-political systems, and subsequently on
conservation attitudes and behavior. Particular attention is paid to
elephants, which though a significant resource of the park, pose
a'big issue’emanating from the high growth of their population
to levels that are detrimental to the environment and conflicting
with human uses within and beyond the park. The question
therefore arises: how to manage 130,000 elephants (doubling
every thirteen years), which support a large tourism industry but
cause substantial on-farm conflict? In broader terms: does Chobe
National Park foster improvement in rural livelihoods, equitable
dis.tribution of the Ipcal—national trade-offs and conservation The study area is Chobe National Park and
attitudes and practices?

its broader hinterland (northern Botswana). The
preliminary work I undertook in summer 2008 was
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X ) P leading to the designation of the park witnessed a
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landscape (ecology, political economy, and socio-
cultural spheres). Overhunting was rampant, including
the killing of elephants for ivory trade by white
hunters. Also, the colonial state started to exert control
over natural resources through the introduction of
taxes, hunting decrees and the designation of some
areas as crown-land. This initiated the phasing-off

of the traditional (utilitarian/people-based) resource
governance and tenure systems. These changes are
noted to have led to a lot of population displacements
and relocations to various places within and outside of

the Chobe District.
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