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ABOUT THE
CENTER

ONE OF THE NATION’S PREMIER
INSTITUTIONS FOR TEACHING AND
RESEARCH ABOUT AFRICA

Founded in 1964, the Center for African Studies at UF
has been continuously designated a U.S. Department of
Education Title VI National Resource Center for Africa
for over 30 years. It is currently one of only 10 such
centers nationally, and the only Africa NRC located in

a sub-tropical zone. Title VI funding to CAS supports
research, teaching, outreach, and the development of
international linkages in Africa.

The Center has over 100 affiliated teaching and research
faculty in all of the core disciplines in the humanities

and social sciences, as well as in agriculture, business,
engineering, education, fine arts, natural res ources and
environment, journalism and mass communications, law,
tourism, and natural sciences. Graduate study on African
issues may be pursued in any of these fields. Center faculty
maintain ties with universities across the African continent,
including institutions in Botswana, Ethiopia, Ghana, Mali,
Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal,
South Africa, Tanzania, and Uganda.

The Center’s innovative and influential on-line journal,
the African Studies Quarterly, is the first fully peer-reviewed
electronic journal devoted to the field. ASQ plays an
important and largely unique role in facilitating the
publication of research on and from Africa, and offers
invaluable professional training for UF graduate students
who serve on its editorial board.

GRADUATE STUDY OF AFRICA AT
THE UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA

Graduate study with a focus on Aftrica can be carried

out in virtually every graduate or professional program
across the university. Prospective students are encouraged
to consult the websites of the individual programs for
admissions procedures and criteria. Students in any
graduate program at UF have the option of pursuing a
Graduate Certificate in African Studies. We also encourage
them to consult the Center’s website and to contact us
when they submit their applications.

Complementing formal coursework, a regular and dynamic
series of lectures, conferences and other activities open to
all interested graduate students provide rich opportunities
for interdisciplinary exchange and discussion about Africa.
Most significantly, a number of dynamic CAS-sponsored
interdisciplinary working groups organize speakers and
events that bring together faculty and graduate students
with shared interests, providing students with unique
opportunities for research and professional development.
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FROM THE DIRECTOR

BRENDA CHALFIN

Gradnate Students Cady Gonzalez, Megan Cogburn, Netty Carey, UF 2018 PhD Mandisa Haarhoff,

L gy

and Brenda Chalfin at Capetown’s Zeitz Museum of Contemporary Art Africa, Augnst 2018.

Greetings from Grinter Hall. It’s
been a banner year at UF’s Center for
African Studies. CAS was again recognized
as a National Resource Center in African
Studies by the US Department of
Education and awarded four more years of
funding in support of our many programs
and partnerships. With additional support
from UF Provost, Office of Research
and the College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences, these funds sustain our public
programming, conferences, guest speakers,
research tutorials, community outreach
and our many partnerships across the UF
campus, the state and region, including
our strong linkages to African scholars
and universities. Totaling over $2 million,
the 2018-2022 Title VI grant includes the
prestigious Foreign Language Area Studies
program supporting our African language
curriculum and undergraduate and
graduate language fellows. As one of only
10 National Resource Centers for African
Studies, the success of our programs
depend on the committed involvement of
UF students, faculty, and administration,
African and Africanist colleagues from

across the world, and the public -- from the
kids who attend Africa Night at the Harn
Museum, to the communities, institutions
and individuals with whom we collaborate
on the African continent.

Highlights of the 2018-2022 award
include a new focus on science and
technology innovation in Africa, continued
investment in global health initiatives,
expanded support of African humanities,
involving residencies for practicing artists
from Africa, and development of digital
and distance learning for African languages.
Extending our impacts across the southeast
US, the latter is the core of outreach activi-
ties with community colleges and minority
serving institutions in Florida, Georgia,
and Alabama. In keeping with our proposal
theme, “Next Generation Innovation
in African Studies: Building Knowledge
and Opportunity for Impact,” our K-12
outreach and teacher training programs
now provide multi-cultural perspectives
on arts, literature, and social studies as well
scientific achievement in Africa.

Demonstrated by the diversity of
research showcased in this report, African

Studies at UF reaches across the campus
and the continent. The Centet’s weekly
events, annual conferences, working
groups, and student research tutorials attest
to the the many cross-cutting concerns
informing African Studies today. Ranging
from Epidemics and Epigenetics, to Food
Security, Human Rights, Soil Science and
Political Science, Architecture and Building
Construction, Global and Environmental
Health, Film, Literature, Comics, and
Creative Writing, Wildlife Ecology and
Sustainable Development, Art History

and Performing Arts and more, CAS
programming thrives on collaboration
across the university and the broad reach of
our institutional and alumni networks.

These exchanges transcend the
movement of ideas alone. In my own case,
after a visit to Ghana with UF Architecture
professor Donna Cohen to investigate
student internship opportunities, I traveled
to Cape Town, South Africa with three
UF PhD students. Besides representing
UF at a joint workshop with social science
and humanities graduate students from
Stellenbosch University and Harvard, we
met with faculty from the University of
Cape Town’s Design School to explore
future collaborations around technology
and development design. The same visit
featured a reunion with recent UF English
Department PhD Mandisa Haarhoff, who
had recently returned to South Aftica and a
faculty position at UCT.

The Center prides itself in keeping these
circuits in motion. Bringing to Gainesville
distinguished scholars from around campus
and around the world, our Friday afternoon
Baraza series remains a highlight of every
semester. This is alongside the Center’s
several interdisciplinary working groups
drawing together students, faculty, and
visiting scholars and practitioners. Changing
every year to reflect shifting issues and
interests, current Working Groups address
Migration and Mobility, Natural Resource
Management, Text/Image Studies, Islam in
Africa, Sahel Research Group, Africa-China,
and African Architecture/Design. With a
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new impetus to advance research methods,

promote involvement with undergraduate
courses, and turn workshop proceedings
into publications, CAS Working Group
impacts are growing in scope.

CAS annual Carter Conference
continues to showcasing emerging issues
and broad-based research themes. This
year’s conference, “Energy | Africa: From
Technopolitics to Technofutures,” focused
on the interface of humans, environment
and technology in Africa-based energy
solutions. It marked a new partnership with
the UF’s Technology Innovation Incubator
linked to our larger effort to bring STEM
fields into closer conversation with
African Studies. In line with this agenda, in
September 2018 we launched a bi-weekly
electronic newsletter, African Business Update,
covering business and technology trends
across the continent.

As part of our “Science in Africa”
initiative, new partnerships with UF Health
Science and Agriculture and Life Science
colleagues are afoot. This includes research
and training activities of UF Emergency
Medicine physicians at Ghana’s Komfo
Anokye Teaching Hospital, UF Emerging
Pathogens Institute work on cholera in
Democratic Republic of Congo, food
security research in six countries involving
Public Health, Veterinary and CAS faculty.
Bringing this new focus into outreach, for
the first time CAS is working with UF’s
Center for Pre-Collegiate Education and
Training to launch a summer program for
high school students on Global Health
showcasing hands-on problem solving.

CAS undergraduate research oppor-
tunities reflect a similar interdisciplinary
collaboration. Foremost is our Research
Tutorial Abroad (RTA) program, which
takes undergraduates to Africa to work
side-by-side faculty researchers. Summer
2018 RTA topics included food supply in
Ethiopia, migration and diplomacy between
Morocco and Senegal, and soil science
in Kenya. Summer 2019 RTAs address
democracy in Nigeria and biodiversity in
Gabon. This is in addition to the biannual

Study Abroad in South Aftica led by

CAS Associate Director Todd Leedy

and the annual Archacology field school

in Ethiopia led by UF Anthropology
Professor Steve Brandt. As the enclosed
write-ups attest, these are only a few of the
ways CAS students are involved in research.
In 2018 through the Hunt and Jeanne
Davis and Madelyn Lockhart Endowments,
seven graduate students received pre-
dissertation awards of $1000-$2000 each,
covering topics as diverse as coastal erosion
in Ghana, biodiversity in Kenya, rhino
ecology in South Africa and ancient
iron-working in the West African savannah.
Five students earned prestigious Fulbright
and Fulbright Hays awards for dissertation
research in Aftrica.

CAS graduate student research
commitments extend to the Masters in
Sustainable Development Practice (MDP)
program, jointly sponsored with the
Center for Latin American Studies. Rising
numbers of MDP students are involved in
development efforts in Africa and conduct
summer practicums involving research and
hands-on engagement with development
organizations and issues.

Demonstrating deep commitment
to African humanities, African language
study remains a core element of the CAS
program and we regulatly offer Akan,
Ambharic, Arabic, Swahili, Wolof, Yoruba,
and Zulu. We also host the federally-funded
African Flagship Languages Initiative
(AFLI). This 8-week intensive summer
language program provides immersive
instruction in six African languages in
addition to French and Portuguese. Serving
undergraduate and graduate students from
academic institutions across the country,
it offers crucial preparation for research,
study and careers abroad. Indicating the
concentration of expertise in African
languages, literatures and cultures, UF hosts
two journals dedicated to these areas. One,
Yoruba Studies Review, crosses Africa and
the diaspora in its focus. The other, Studies
in African Linguistics, finds a new editorial
home at UE. They join our long-standing

interdisciplinary journal, African Studies
Quarterly, published on-line for twenty-one
years, and widely available to African
audiences.

Through a mix of grant and internal
support, CAS is expanding its program-
ming in visual and performing arts along
with opportunities for artists and other
practitioners in-residence. Among this
year’s highlights was the visit of Nigerian
architect, James Inedu George, to work
with students on sustainable building
design appropriate to rural communities
in both central Florida and northern
Nigeria. This follows on the 2018 visit
of Ghanaian-American architect DK
Asare who participated in UF College
of Architecture Design-Build Studio.

Arts and Humanities are also at the core
of CAS outreach, including the 2018
high school summer institute at Eastside
High School that took the blockbuster
hit film Black Panther as a prompt for
exploring African culture with the aid of
UF faculty and Harn Museum collections
and curators. Commitments to the arts of
Africa likewise flourishes with UF faculty
participation on the editorial consortium
for the journal African Arts.

Bolstering these programmatic
initiatives and building the scope of
African Studies knowledge, collaboration,
and opportunity at the University of
Florida, in Fall 2018 we welcomed several
new faculty with active research in Africa.
They include colleagues in Environmental
Health, Comparative Politics, Archaeology,
Medical Anthropology, and Criminology.
In Fall 2019 we will welcome several more
Africanists in Primatology, Geography,
History, and Art History.

Many thanks for your interest in the
Center for African Studies at the University
of Florida. I welcome your input. Please
contact us if you have any questions about
the Center for African Studies or would
like to shatre news or updates.

Brenda Chalfin is director of the Center for
African Studies and professor of anthropology.
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CHINA-AFRICA WORKING GROUP

AGNES NGOMA LESLIE, ANITA SPRING, AND MICHAEL LESLIE

The China-Africa Working Group
is an interdisciplinary research
group focusing on the relationship
between China and African countries.
The rationale for the group’s formation
was the growing importance and impact
of the relationship between China and
African countries. The group invites
scholars exploring the China-Africa
dynamic to present their research in small
group discussions that provide additional
insights that lead to the publication of
their research. Thus far, the group’s focus
has been on socioeconomic, cultural, and
political, and media aspects of China-Africa
relationships.

Since its inception in 2015, the group
has held two research workshops, assem-
bling scholars working on China and
Africa from all over the world. The group’s
themes have tackled the major issues in
the relationship between African countries
and China. The first workshop brought
together 15 participants from Africa,
China, Europe and the United States.

The theme was “China-Africa Relations:
Political and Economic Engagement and
Media Strategies.” Howard French, author
of China’s Second Continent: How a Million
Migrants are Building a New Empire in Afiica
was the keynote speaker for the event. The
conference proceedings resulted in a peet-
reviewed special edition of African Studies
Qunarterly (vol. 16 nos. 3/4) with Agnes
Ngoma Leslie as guest editor.

In 2017, the China-Africa working
group held a second workshop focused on
African migration to China. The theme was

“China-Africa Relations: Theoretical and
Practical Perspectives on African ‘Migrants’
in China.” The main presenters included
Adams Bodomo and Heidi @stbo Haugen
as well as Chinese scholars: Li Anshan and
Dong Niu. All four have conducted exten-
sive studies on African migrants in China.
Their research was published in another
special issue of Afiican Studies Quarterly
(vol. 17, no. 4).

In spring 2018, the China-Africa
group took on the challenge of examin-
ing China’s trillion dollar Belt and Road
Initiative. Haifang Liu, Associate Professor
and Deputy Director, Center for African
Studies, Peking University, gave the keynote
address “Africa and the Belt and Road
Initiative,” launching the group’s conference
initiative for 2018-2019. This was followed
by an exhibit in the UF Grinter Gallery,
portraying the massive extent and impact
of the project on African countries. The
exhibit ran from April-August, 2018 as a
museum exhibit, and featured a gallery talk
by Professor Emeritus Anita Spring titled
“China’s Belt and Road in Africa.”

The Belt and Road Initiative, launched
in 2013 by President Xi is an ambitious
attempt by China to create a massive
infrastructure, stretching from Beijing to
Western Europe and through the Horn of
Africa, to link China’s maritime and land
trade, economic, political and cultural inter-
actions with 70 participating countries. East
African countries in the maritime corridor
include: Djibouti, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Kenya,
Mozambique, Somalia, and Tanzania.
Southern and West African countries with

coastlines are also being included. China’s

extensive loans and investments by state-
owned enterprises and private Chinese
companies finance construction of trans-
portation corridors (roads, railways, ports
and airports, housing and storage facilities)
in most African countries, and mineral and
natural resource extraction activities and
facilities in other countries. Among the
infrastructure projects, the newly completed
$4 billion Chinese-built rapid railway from
Addis Ababa to Djibouti is noteworthy.
Nine trans-Africa highways hubs (six East—
West routes and three North—South routes)
are also under construction with partial
Chinese funding;

The China-Africa working group
continues to study the impact of the
BRI on African communities during the
2018-2019 academic year and is planning
its third conference on the topic for
spring 2019. Also, in the works are two
new courses for 2019-2020, “China-
Africa Relations and Globalization”
(undergraduate-level) and “China’s Belt and
Road: Foreign Direct Investment, Politics,
Culture, and Media” (graduate-level).

Agnes Ngoma Leslie is master lecturer and
outreach director for the Center for African S tudies.
Anita Spring is professor emerita of anthropology.
Michael 1 eslie is associate professor in the Dept.
of Telecommunications. Funding from: Center

Jor African S tudies; College of Journalism

and Communnications; Warrington College of
Business; Hugh Cunningbam Fund for Excellence
in Journalism; and the University of Florida
International Center.
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SAHEL RESEARCH GROUP

LEONARDO VILLALON, SEBASTIAN ELISCHER, ABDOULAYE KANE, SARAH MCKUNE, FIONA MCLAUGHLIN,
RENATA SERRA, BENJAMIN SOARES, ALIOUNE SOW AND OLIVIER WALTHER

The Sahel Research Group at the
University of Florida represents a
collaborative effort to understand
the political, social, economic and
cultural dynamics of the countries
of the West African Sahel. The group
brings together a highly interdisciplinary
set of faculty members with expertise in
a wide array of topics: politics, religion,
migration and diaspora, social dynamics,
health, agriculture, climate change,
economics, geography, language, culture,
and intellectual production in the region.
A number of PhD students from various
disciplines and with research focus on the
Sahel are key contributors to the group’s
efforts and activities.

Our core interest is in the six
Francophone countries of the region—
Senegal, Mauritania, Mali, Burkina Faso,
Niger and Chad. We are also interested in
developments in neighboring countries,
to the north and south, whose dynamics

frequently intersect with those of the Sahel.

Collectively the Sahelian countries repre-
sent some of the least developed countries
on earth—the four landlocked states are
regularly among the very bottom in the
UNDP’s annual Human Development
Index rankings. The fragile ecology of the
region is particularly vulnerable to climate
variation, with serious consequences for
human livelihoods and wellbeing, Global
religious trends and geopolitical events
have placed significant additional pressures
and posed new challenges to governments
in the region in recent years. Indeed, the
Malian crisis since 2012 and its regional
consequences, including the proliferation
of violent extremist organizations, have
brought new and complicating attention to
the region by outside actors.

Yet there are also other dynamics in the
face of this difficult context: vibrant civil
societies continue to struggle to build and
strengthen democratic institutions, social
structures maintain often striking resilience
while adapting to new contexts, and there

are strong and trans-regional intellectual
debates on religion, human rights, culture
and social change. Our goal is to build
on the diversity of training, expertise and
backgrounds among Sahel Research Group
members to better understand the full
complexity of both the difficulties and

the possibilities of the region. We have

a strong commitment to engaging and
working with colleagues and partner insti-
tutions in the countries of the Sahel, and
to this end we have been fortunate to host
a number of visiting scholars and frequent
guests from the region.

Highlights of our programs and
activities in 2018-19 included signing a new
two-year grant agreement (2019-2020) with
The Sahel and West Africa Club (SWAC)
of the OECD in Paris, to carry out work
on the impact of foreign interventions
on transnational insurgencies, as well as
on contemporary urban transformations
in the Sahel-Sahara. Add-on funding
to our Minerva project has allowed us
to organize conference/workshops on
“Student Religious Movements on Sahelian
University Campuses,” and another on
“Debating Lazcité in the Sahel: What Future

for Secularism?” Fach of these projects

has involved a team of colleagues from the
region. Other grants to group members will
support work on vernacular literacies in the
Sahel, and on nutrition and health in Senegal,
Burkina Faso and Niger. Group members
also continue active research projects on
Sahelian migration, memoires and cultural
dynamics, and issues related to religion and
the state.

Leonardo VVillalon is professor of political science
and dean of the UF International Center.
Sebastian Elischer is assistant professor of political
science. Abdonlaye Kane is associate professor of
anthropology and African studies. Sarah McKune
is assistant professor in the Department of
Environmental & Global Health and the Center
Sor African Studies. Fiona Mclanghlin is professor
of linguistics. Renata Serra is senior lecturer in the
Center for African Studies. Benjanin Soares is
director of the Center for Global Islamic S tudies
and professor of religion. Alioune Sow is associate
professor in the Center for African Studies and the
Department of Ianguages, Literatures and Cultures.
Olivier Walther is visiting associate professor of

geography.
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ISLAM IN AFRICA IN GLOBAL CONTEXT

BENJAMIN SOARES AND BENEDIKT PONTZEN

Since the fall of 2018, Benjamin
Soares has been directing a
three-year multi-disciplinary project,
“Islam in Africa in Global Context,”
funded through a grant from the
Henry Luce Foundation’s Initiative
on Religion in International Affairs
to the University of Florida. The
project is carried out by the Center for
Global Islamic Studies in conjunction
with the Center for African Studies. The
main objectives are to deepen knowledge
of Islam in Africa, challenge scholars of
Islam working on other geographic areas
to engage more fully with scholarship
on Africa, and strengthen the study
and understanding of Islam in the
US, as well as in non-US institutions
of higher education especially in sub-
Saharan Africa. In addition to helping
to consolidate UF’s standing as a leading
hub for the study of Islam in Africa, the
project will also support non-US-based
scholars, institutions, and higher education,
particularly in Africa, through the training
and mentoring of scholars. It will also
facilitate long term international exchanges
and networks. During the first year, the
thematic focus will be lived Islam in Africa
in a comparative context in a series of
events, including a workshop in October, a
symposium, and summer institute.

Benjamin Soares and Benedikt
Pontzen, the project’s first post-doctoral
associate, convened “Muslim Youths and
Lived Islam in Africa and Beyond” as
the first workshop of the project. On
October 18-19, 2018, workshop partici-
pants explored and discussed approaches
to the study of Muslim youths in Africa
and beyond. One of the key questions
was how Muslim youths understand and
practice their religion in different contexts.
Given the great diversity of ways in
which Muslim youths live their region,
the participants agreed one cannot reduce
lived Islam to a single reading, nor, for that
matter, can one consider either “youth”
or understandings of Islam as fixed. The

papers and discussions therefore aimed
at exploring the complexity of Muslim
youths’ ways of being Muslim in a variety
of settings.

In the workshop keynote, Filippo
Osella (University of Sussex) showed how
lived Islam cannot be adequately studied
in isolation. As he argued, Islam in Kerala
in South India cannot be considered apart
from its complex history and internal
differences, local, translocal, and global
networks, as well as the actual encounters
with non-Muslim Others. Accordingly,
Islam is lived at the interstices of the
everyday and people’s various experiences.
The subsequent paper presentations
continued with this line of thinking
through case studies of lived Islam among
Muslim youths in Africa. Kae Amo (Ecole
des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales,
Paris) described how since the 1980s
Muslim students have gained wide visibility
on university campuses in Senegal due to
shifting corporeal and spatial practices
through which their presence on campus
is enacted. Mamadou Bodian (West
African Research Center, Dakar), using a
comparative approach, argued that over
the last few decades Muslim students
have reclaimed public space on campuses
across the francophone Sahel. Frédérick
Madore (University of Florida) presented
on Islamic organizations in Burkina Faso
that have re-fashioned themselves and the
public sphere by devising new forms of
civic engagement and entrepreneurship
over the last few years. Musa Ibrahim
(Bayero University, Kano) explained how
the emergence of popular movie culture
has not only propelled but partaken in
ongoing debates on “correct” Islamic
norms and practices. Focusing on Islamic
schools in Zanzibar and their Omani
textbooks, Kimberly Wortmann (Wake
Forest University) showed how the
textbooks familiarize Zanzibari youths
with Omani culture and norms while
the youths in turn translate and mediate
these according to their own language and

experiences. The workshop was concluded
with a lecture by Benjamin Soares
(University of Florida). He argued that
lived Islam in Nigeria cannot be studied
without taking religious plurality and the
mutual influences between Muslims and
non-Muslims into account.

As all of these studies with the diversity
of their topics and approaches helped to
show, the ways in which Muslim youths
live their religion are complex and cannot
be premised on und erstandings of Islam
as unchanging, There was a consensus that
one needs more such rich empirical studies
as well as comparative reflection in order
to develop better analytical language to do
justice to the complexity of lived Islam
among Muslim youths. Such discussions
will continue in future project activities in
this and the coming two years.

Benjamin Soares is director of the Center for
Global Islamic Studies and professor in the
Department of Religion. Benedikt Pontzen is a
Luce Foundation postdoctoral fellow in the Center
Jor Global Islamic Studies and the Center for
African Studies.

HENRY
LUCE
FOUNDATION
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FEED THE FUTURE INNOVATION LAB FOR LIVESTOCK

SYSTEMS; PESTE DES PETITS RUMINANTS (PPR) VACCINE

SARAH L. MCKUNE, SASKIA HENDRICKX AND EMILY V. MOORE

USAID awarded the UF Institute
of Food and Agricultural Sciences
(IFAS) funds to establish the Feed the
Future Innovation Lab for Livestock
Systems. This five-year initiative (October
2015 to September 2020) supports
USAID’s agricultural research and capacity
building work under Feed the Future, the
US. Government’s global hunger and
food security initiative. The International
Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) is the
UF/IFAS pattner in implementation of
the Livestock Systems Innovation Lab
(“the Lab”). As part of this larger initiative,
USAID funded the University of Florida
to lead the Peste des Petits Ruminants
(PPR) Vaccine Associate Award (2017-
2020) in Kenya and Uganda. The main
implementing partner for this particular
project is Tufts University.

The purpose of this project is to assess
innovative approaches to PPR control
using thermostable PPR vaccine and build
capacity to scale the vaccine across a broad
region where the disease is endemic. The
project is using a combination of tools and
approaches that proved successful in the
Rinderpest eradication, including a thermo-
stable vaccine (produced in-country when
possible), community animal health worker
(CAHW) based vaccination systems, partici-
patory epidemiology (PE), and qualitative
data collection efforts. The project is using
social science data collection and analysis
methods for household level data pertaining
to livestock.

The sociocultural science team is
comprised of UF faculty Sarah McKune
and PhD student Emi Moore. The goal of
the sociocultural team in the PPR—Vaccine
Associate Award is to utilize mixed methods
to identify the best uptake pathway for
the thermostable vaccine being utilized in
the vaccination campaign against PPR, as
well as to develop and analyze a household
survey to further understand context (live-
stock disease burden, vaccination practices)
and confounders (women’s empower-
ment) to vaccine uptake in the project area.

In order to achieve this goal, formative

research was conducted to generate the best
possible understanding of gender nuances,
as well as overall societal and cultural views
about livestock, gender, decision making,
and vaccination practices.

The sociocultural team made two
research trips to Uganda in 2018. The first
trip was in January and February, Moore
carried out qualitative formative data collec-
tion using semi-structured interviews (SSIs)
to gather intelligence for targeting vaccina-
tion uptake pathways, household surveys to
monitor confounders to vaccination uptake,
and modeling to target areas with the
highest disease transmission. This research
was instrumental in the finalization of the

household questionnaire instrument. In
May, McKune and Moore both traveled to
Uganda to conduct data collection training
and field test the household questionnaire.
Subsequently, the household questionnaire
was conducted for 6 weeks in the summer,
and results of the household questionnaire
analysis are expected to be finished in early
January 2019.

Sarah McKune is assistant professor in the

Center for African Studies and the Department

of Environmental &> Global Health. Saskia
Hendrickx: is deputy director of the UF Innovation
Lab for Livestock Systems. Emily Moore is a

One Health doctoral student in Department of
Environmental & Global Health.
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EMERGENCY MEDICINE IN KUMASI, GHANA

TORBEN BECKER, LESLIE CONNOR NICKELS AND IDEEN ZEINALI

Our group traveled from
Gainesville to Accra on January 19th
and continued to Kumasi the same
day. We stayed at the Kumasi Catering Rest
House, in close proximity to the Komfo
Anokye Teaching Hospital (KATH).

We conducted a training course in
“Advanced Emergency Medicine Point-
of-Care Ultrasound.” Ultrasound is a
particularly powerful tool in resource-
limited environments. The course was
conducted over five days, with 3 hours
of lectures, followed by three hours of
small-groups hands-on scanning practice at
the KATH Accident & Emergency Centre
per day. The course was offered twice,
to maximize the number of participants.
The course was registered for continuous
professional development credit with the
Ghana Medical and Dental Council. A

total of 33 physicians from KATH and
emergency departments from around
Ghana completed the course.

We also conducted a total of four hours
of lectures to emergency department staff
at large on critical care and resuscitation
medicine topics with a particular focus on
pathophysiology and resources-appropriate
medical care. These were attended
by approximately 100 staff members
(physicians, nurses).

The UF Department of Emergency
Medicine recently shipped 19 ventilators to
KATH, a sorely needed resource as many
hospital units had been without a ventilator
for at least two years, significantly limiting
care options and survival chances for
critically-ill patients. The ventilators were
deployed for use at the end of our visit,
after intensive daily training sessions by Dr.

Becker. Additionally, we brought a large
number of disposable supplies with us for
ongoing use of the ventilators.

Finally, we met with the entire Board
of Directors of KATH to officially
announce the start of a cooperative
partnership between KATH and UF
Emergency Medicine. This was followed
by several additional meetings with
KATH’s CEO and Medical Director to
discuss the details of this cooperation.

Torben Becker is assistant professor in the
Department of Emergency Medicine and director
of the Global Emergency Medicine Fellowship
Program. 1.eslie Connor Nickels is associate
professor and director of the Ultrasonography
Program & Fellowship in the Department

of Emergency Medicine. ldeen Zeinali is an
Emergency Medical Services Fellow.
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UF IN SOUTH AFRICA

JANE SOUTHWORTH, BRIAN CHILD AND SADIE RYAN

Three faculty in the Department of
Geography took 9 UF Undergraduate
students on a study abroad program
centered in and around Kruger
National Park in South Africa. The
study abroad course addressed the impor-

tance of conservation within the African
context, via hands on engagement with
parks in southern Africa. Each place on
earth is distinguished by a unique mix of
physical environment, natural resources,
cultural practices, and socioeconomic and
political systems. Parks are embedded
within this larger matrix and are an inter-
esting challenge for managers and conser-
vations alike. The time in South Africa

emphasized practical field skills, empirical
research and cross-cultural learning, giving
our UF students a significant advantage

in the job market and head start should
they enter graduate programs. The final
challenge in the course involved developing
their own reserve design and the entire
experience was very hands on. The course
goals are fourfold: REALIZE the complexi-
ties and challenges of conservation within
the African context. GAIN practical

field skills conducting empirical research.
INCREASE cross-cultural understanding.
EXPERIENCE some of the most amazing
landscapes and protected areas left in the
world today.

Jane Southworth is professor and chair in the
Department of Geography. Brian Child is associate
professor of African Studies and geography. Sadie
Ryan is associate professor in the Department of
Geography and the Emerging Pathogens Institute.
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AGRICULTURAL INTENSIFICATION AND THE

ENVIRONMENT: A RESEARCH TUTORIAL

ABROAD PROGRAM TO LAIKIPIA, KENYA

CHERYL PALM

In June 2018, a group of UF
students and faculty went to Kenya
as part of a Research Tutorial Abroad
Program funded by the Center for
African Studies. The UF team was
hosted by the Mpala Research Center in
Laikipia, Kenya, where Dino Martins serves
as director. The MRC invited University
of Florida to collaborate on agriculture
projects in this area of central Kenya,
taking advantage of UF’s expertise in
agriculture research and extension. The area
is experiencing rapid expansion of horticul-
ture by small and large scale farmers, some
of which is degrading soils, water quality
and expanding into the wildlife conserva-
tion areas. MRC research has traditionally
have been geared towards conservation and
wildlife research, partnering with UF adds
new dimensions to their research. Headed
by Cheryl Palm, the three UF undergrad-
uate students, Victoria Steinnecker, Sienna
Turner, and Ethan Weinrich were joined
by two African students, David Mubiro
from Makerere University and Joseph
Omagwa from Kenyatta University. The

UF International Center provided funds
for additional faculty (Pedro Sanchez,
Rafael Mufioz-Carpena, Greg Kiker,
Gabriel Maltais-Landry), and two graduate
students (Enrique Orozco Lopez and Julio
C. Pachén) to join the group.

Laikipia County on the slopes of Mt
Kenya. It is home to vast iconic wildlife
including the “big five” and the threatened
Grevy zebra, reticulated giraffe, and
white rhinoceros. Stress has increased
in the water-dependent ecosystem of
sub-Saharan Africa due to climatic
changes, population increases, and the
growing disparity between supply and
demand for natural resources. Smallholder
farms along the northern reaches of
the Ewaso Ng’iro River are expanding,
threatening the environment through
unsustainable practices. Yet, these farmers’
livelihoods are under threat as well.

The students spent two weeks doing
research on smallholder farms looking at a
diverse range of agricultural topics. They
began with interviews and surveys of local
farmers to understand their agricultural

practices, including crops grown, fertilizers
used, pesticide applications, and irrigation.
Specific studies included the following:
1) Ethan and David measured soil and plant
nutrients from over 40 farm fields using a
portable field test kit, SoilDoc. They found
that the farmers are applying too much
phosphorus and potassium to their crops
including French beans, which they export
to the UK. These results and preliminary
recommendations were presented to the
farmers, who had never had their soils
tested before.
2) Victoria measured the water quality
of streams and rivers and found excess
amounts of P in the water. This could be a
result of the excessive fertilizer applications
or from the contamination by livestock
and/or sewage from the growing urban
population.
3) Sienna and Joseph examined pests on
corn, tomatoes and cabbage. Corn in the
area is being devastated by the Fall Army
Worm (that originates from Florida). They
took samples of the larvae that were sent to
local laboratories for identification.
4) Enrique looked at potential sources of
water flow from the farm fields to the river,
using a unique set of moisture sensors.
5) Julio estimated soil aggregation and
particle size distribution in the soils in
the farms.

Additionally, the team spent a week on
a workshop to explore partnerships with
established researchers and farmer groups.
The team is now developing proposals to
continue research and extension activities
in the area. A study abroad program has
also been developed by Dr. Palm to take UF
students back to the area during summer
2019.

Cheryl Palm is research professor in the
Department of Agricultural and Biological
Engineering and core faculty at the Institute for
Sustainable Food Systems.
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ARCHITECTURE WORKSHOP EXCHANGE 2018:

GAINESVILLE | ACCRA “TRASH CASTLE”

DONNA COHEN

The School of Architecture and
the College of Design Construction
and Planning looks forward to an
annual on-campus event featuring an
African architect, jointly sponsored
with CAS. The visiting architect engages
students and faculty with a public lecture,
and works closely with students and
faculty over the week-long visit as they
build a work together.

In 2018, DK Osseo-Asare served
as the Architect-in-Residence, one of a
group of Ghanaian artists and architects
involved with the current creative scene
in Accra who have recently worked
with us in Gainesville. Undergraduate
Architecture students, graduate students
in Anthropology, and faculty Donna
Cohen, Chatrlie Hailey, Elizabeth Cronin,
and Brenda Chalfin, collaborated on the
design and construction of a mobile
maker space. The project was conceived
by the Repurpose Project of Gainesville, a
community-based organization dedicated
to minimizing waste in the landfill, and
was dubbed the “Trash Castle.”

Osseo-Asare’s experience in scrap
yards and expertise with recycled material,
based on his work in the Agbogbloshie
community in Accra, Ghana, was critical
to the success of the project. The mobile
maker-space was fabricated from recycled
and repurposed materials that were sup-
plied by the Repurpose Project; it made
a small but significant contribution to
material conservation efforts. Osseo-Asare
’s lecture tied this local conservation effort
to his work in Ghana, and demonstrated
that, despite vast differences in scales, both
experimental projects have great potential
to impact global conservation.

In summer 2018 I traveled to Accra,
Ghana with Brenda Chalfin, and vis-
ited Osseo-Asare on his worksite in
Agbogbloshie. The scale of the site is
immense, the ground is certainly toxic,
the entire place is inhabited by makers
and vendors, industrious people, grazing
animals. There we met with Asare and his

construction team, to view his work on site

and consider how to develop an experiential
learning course for UF students. During
this visit to Accra I gave a public presenta-
tion of the “Trash Castle” to professionals,
students, and community members at the
Jamestown Café Cultural Center, and led
one group of Ghanaian students in a 2 day
community design charrette that studied
possibilities for the re-development of the
Jamestown market.

In addition to the visit with Osseo-
Asare, we met with architect Joe Addo and
artist Elisabeth Efua Sutherland, who have
also worked with us in Gainesville. Addo is
recognized as a leader in the movement to
support and nurture new voices in African
architecture, and has created a cultural,
social, and educational hub in Jamestown
that is a vibrant space for meeting and
making. Sutherland is co-founder of
Ghana’s Accra Theatre Workshop, which
supports youth artists through free work-
shops and events throughout the year, fo-
cusing on contemporary, experimental the-
atre and performance. Our visit solidified

our relationship with these creative leaders
and will lead to further studies and projects
for faculty and students here and in Ghana.

Donna Coben is associate professor in the School
of Architecture, College of Design Construction
Planning. Funding support for travel: UF
International Center and College of Design
Construction Planning. Funding for Architect-
in-Residence: Center for African Studies, College
of Design Construction Planning, School of
Architecture.

16

CENTER FOR AFRICAN STUDIES Faculty Reports 2018—2019



POLITICAL SALAFISM IN KENYA

SEBASTIAN ELISCHER

My research examines the rise
and fall of political activism of Salafi
clerics and followers in Kenya. There is
considerable debate in the literature about
what constitutes political Salafism. I speak
of political activism when Salafi clerics a)
form a political party whose ideology is
derived from Salafi interpretation of the
Koran or b) form an institutional entity in
order to influence political decision-making
in favor of a political party. This defini-
tion is based on mainstream definitions by
other political scientists working on political
Islam. For this project I conducted two
lengthy research stays in Nairobi, Mombasa
and other places along the Kenyan Coast.
I was particularly interested in the emer-
gence and the effect of two political Salafi
organizations, namely the Council of
Imams and Preachers of Kenya (CIPK)
and the National Muslim Leaders Forum
(NAMLEF). I worked closely with repre-
sentatives of both organizations and with
imams of various mosques along the coast
and in the capital. In total I conducted 80
semi-structured interviews with Islamic

clerics, state officials and Kenyan academics
about the origins and the trajectory of
Kenyan political Salafism. In the following
I summarize the major findings from this
research, which is forthcoming in an article
and which contributes to my ongoing book
project on Salafism in Sub-Saharan Africa.
The emergence of political Salafism in
Kenya is intrinsically linked to the liberal-
ization of Kenya’s political sphere in the
early 1990s. The organization of Muslim
activism along the Kenyan coast was driven
by longstanding economic and political
grievances targeting the post-colonial state.
Many young Salafi activists came together
in the Islamic Party of Kenya (IPK), which
soon became the victim of state repres-
sion and state-led violence. In the late
1990s the initiators of the IPK formed
new organizations including the CIPK

and the NAMLEEFE The CIPK and the
NAMLEF acted as political lobby groups
supporting the Kenyan opposition at the
time. The aftermath of the 2007 Kenyan
elections saw the formation of a grand
coalition, which brought many CIPK and

NAMLETF functionaries into positions of
administrative power. At no other point in
Kenyan history did political Salafis have
the opportunity to influence policy-making,
For two reasons this opportunity did not
translate into concrete results: First, the
unwillingness of (Christian) power brokers
in Nairobi to attend to the concerns of the
CIPK and NAMLEE. Second, the unwill-
ingness of CIPK and NAMLEF leaders

to engage with their followers after they
became part of the Kenyan administrative
elite. As a result many young Salafis felt
betrayed by their previous leaders. Although
Islamic terrorism in Kenya has numerous
roots, Salafi clerics and local academics
agreed that the failure of the CIPK and the
NAMLETF to attend to the needs of their
supporters was one factor that contributes
to the rise of violent Salafism on the coast.
These findings show that political orga-
nization of Islamic grievances can lead to
unintended outcomes.

Sebastian Elischer is assistant professor of
political science.

CENTER FOR AFRICAN STUDIES Faculty Reports 2018—-2019

17



DOCUMENTATION AND DESCRIPTION OF ANIMERE

JAMES ESSEGBEY

A major part of my research is
on language documentation and
description, and | recently began
working on Animere, a critically
endangered Ghana Togo Mountain
(GTM) language. GTM languages are
located in the hills of the Ghana-Togo
border, hence the GTM label. Animere
is the most endangered of the GTM
languages with less than 30 speakers all of
whom are over 50 years old (I have just
been informed that the oldest speaker of
the language has died). It is also no longer
being transmitted to children. All Animere
speakers also speak Adele, another GTM
language, and Akan, the regional dominant
language. In addition, many speak several
other languages in the region. In 2013,
one of our graduate students, Bryan
Gelles, got an Endangered Languages
Documentation Program (ELDP) grant
and spent a semester collecting stories in
Kacheibe, the village where the language
is spoken. Unfortunately, circumstances
did not permit Bryan to work on a detailed
transcription and analysis of the stories.
In the summer of 2017 Fiona McLaughlin
and I got a National Science Foundation
grant to organize a summer school at the
University of Education, Winneba (UEW),
Ghana, for graduate students and junior

faculty in West Africa and the United States.

The school was organized in collaboration
with Felix Ameka at Leiden University and
Samuel Atintono at UEW. Because of its
endangered status, trainees at the summer
school worked with 4 native speakers of
Animere, whom we brought to Winneba, to
document different aspects of the language.
The duration of the program was rather
limited (i.e. two weeks) and, therefore,
trainees focused on collecting lexical items,
mostly relating to body part and health-
related vocabulary.

Just before the start of the summer
school, I took 4 undergraduate students to
Nkwanta to work with two of the speakers
and a language consultant. This trip was
funded by the Center for African Studies’

Research Tutorial Award (RTA) and was
aimed at giving the students firsthand
experience in documenting an endangered
language. We worked with the speakers
and language consultant to transcribe some
of the stories that Bryan had collected
four years prior. The students undertook
a preliminary analysis of the sound system
and set up a rudimentary orthography
system which they used in the transcription
of the stories. This was so that they could
prepare a reader for the community using
the stories. They also created an Animere-
English lexical database. Based on the
foregoing work, we have deposited the
following materials at the Endangered
Languages Archive (ELAR) at the School
of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS):
29 bundles that reflect the way of life in
Animere. Each bundle contains either a
video of the stories recorded by Bryan or
an elicitation video involving the students
who traveled with me to Nkwanta. The
original storytelling includes mixed

generations of Animere speakers who sit
together and tell different folk stories and
fables relating to their cultural identity. The
stories include cultural explanations, personal
accounts of life as a Benimbere (i.e. Animere
people), historical interactions, ‘legends’ told
at gatherings, as well as songs and dance.

I am currently working with an under-
graduate student to undertake a grammatical
analysis of the stories. The first topic
we pursue is the serial verb construction
(SVC). This is a construction in which two
or more verbs occur in a clause without
overt coordination. Different languages
have different restriction on the SVC. We
will investigate constraints on the SVCs
in the Animere stories. The results will be
presented at the 50th Annual Conference of
African Linguistics, The University of British
Columbia, Vancouvet.

James Essegbey is associate professor in the
Department of Languages, Literatures, and
Cultures.
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DOCUMENTATION AND MORPHOLOGY OF CHIMIINI

BRENT HENDERSON

My research centers on issues
in the morphological and syntactic
description and analysis of Bantu
language. Bantu languages constitute
more than 500 languages in sub-Saharan
Africa. They are known for having an
unusually high number of noun classes,
elaborate agreement systems, and complex
verbal derivation paradigms. Investigating
and comparing the morphosyntax of these
languages has led to a number of important
discoveries about the nature of human
language in general.

I am also involved in the documentation
and description of endangered languages,
focused especially on Chimzini. Chimiini
is an endangered Bantu language of the
south Somali coast, now chiefly spoken
by immigrant refugees in the US, UK and
Kenya. Chimiini is the language of the city
of Barawa (or Miini, or Brava), one of the
original Swahili city states, and is thus closely

related to Swahili. I have documented

vatious aspects of the Chimiini language,
including collecting proverbs, specialized
vocabulary, folk tales, descriptions of games,
and so on. I have also used this data to work
on issues in Chimiini grammar.

The current project presented at the
Linguistic Society of America concerns an
investigation into the verbal derivational
suffixes of Chimiini. In this paper, I show
that a detailed study of verbal derivational
endings challenges the notion that Swahili
verb suffixes occur in a fixed order template
(Causative, Applicative, Reciprocal,

Passive - known in the literature as CARP).
Rather I show that in many cases these
suffix double one another in a mirrored
fashion (Causative-Applicative-Applicative-
Causative) when so-called ‘lexical’ suffixes
are taken into account, even though the
semantics of the verb stem do not line

up with these morphological expressions.

That is, a stem with two causative and two
applicative suffixes is only interpreted as
having one of each. Similar sorts of suffix
doubling have been observed by others for
other Bantu languages.

These patterns raise interesting
questions: what is it about the derivation of
verbs in Bantu that gives rise to morpho-
logical doubling? What are the important
distinctions between the so-called ‘Tlexical’
set of derivational suffixes and the more
familiar ‘productive’ suffixes and how
do they interact in stems that contain
both? Since Chimiini is increasingly well-
documented, my hope is that this detailed
study of its verbal morphology will lead to a
better understanding of these questions that
can be applied to other Bantu languages and
human language more generally.

Brent Henderson is associate professor in the
Department of Linguistics.
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DO CAMPAIGN AND ELECTION-DAY EXPERIENCES
MATTER FOR DEMOCRATIC LEGITIMACY?

NICHOLAS KERR

The upcoming 2019 national and
state elections in Nigeria represent a
milestone in the country’s democratic
trajectory. The elections mark 20 years
since the re-introduction of democracy
in 1999 which includes five uninterrupted
cycles of multiparty elections. While these
elections have been far from perfect,
the last two held in 2011 and 2015 have
been widely regarded as “free and fair.”
Moreover, the 2015 elections led to the
peaceful turnover in political party leader-
ship: a first in Nigeria’s history. Over the
last 8 years, my research agenda has focused
on how multiparty elections in Nigeria
and other African countries shape popular
evaluations of political legitimacy including,
trust in electoral processes and satisfaction
with democracy. This research agenda has
involved several fieldwork trips to Nigeria
and resulted in the publication of two peer-
reviewed articles.

It is on the basis of this active
research agenda that I was invited by
the Department of Political Science at
the Federal University of Nigeria, Oye-
Ekiti FUOYE) to present my research
on electoral integrity during their Faculty
Seminar Series in May 2019. In addition to
the research seminar, the visit to FUOYE
gave me an opportunity to hold a one-day
workshop on survey research methodol-
ogy for graduate students in the Faculty of
Social Sciences.

My talk, entitled “Do campaign and
election-day experiences matter for
democratic legitimacy: Evidence from
Nigeria’s 2015 & 2019 elections” focused
on how Nigerians’ experiences during
the campaign and election periods shape
their perceptions of election quality and
satisfaction with democracy. The paper
posits a very straightforward theory
in which voters’ first-hand experience

during campaigns and elections provide
information about a wide range of

issues that can potentially undermine

or enhance the electoral process. Direct
exposure to one (or many) of these issues,
be it positive or negative, may raise its
salience, and prompt voters to consider
this issue when making assessments of
electoral integrity and the performance
of the regime. Simply put, I contend

that citizens have the cognitive capacity
to develop their own evaluations of the
integrity of elections based on personal
experience with various stages of the
electoral process. This position challenges
the dominant perspective that citizens are
not capable of assessing election quality,
or that citizens’ legitimacy attitudes are
simply motivated by political bias (i.c.
whether or not they supported a winning
party or candidate in the elections).

To examine these propositions, I rely
on two original nationally-representative
surveys. The first survey was conducted
after the March 2015 presidential elec-
tions. The second, will be conducted in
March 2019 following the presidential
elections scheduled for February, 2019.
The findings from the 2015 survey indi-
cate that experiences with manipulation,
administrative irregularities and election
observers are important sources of voters’
election quality evaluations, even after
accounting for voters’ winner/loser status
and media exposure. I find that experience
with administrative irregularities, especially
those associated with the use of the elec-
tronic voter- identification system seems
to have the most consistent and substan-
tively damaging consequences for voters’
electoral integrity judgments.

Nicholas Kerr is assistant professor in the
Department of Political Science.
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KIDAWIDA (KITAITA): A LANGUAGE
DOCUMENTATION PROJECT

ROSE LUGANO

In 2014 | was awarded a CAS
Research Tutorial Abroad grant to
take two undergraduate students
to Kenya for a research project on
small scale business women at the
coast of Kenya. While visiting my home
village I interacted with young children
who attended the same village school I
attended. I spoke to them in Kitaita, my
mother tongue with the assumption that
they knew the language since they live in
the village, but to my utter shock, they
responded in Kiswahili and English. They
claimed that they were advised by their
teachers to speak in the two languages in
order to improve their understanding of
them since they are examinable subjects
in the school curriculum. This was my
wake up call, I realized that my language
and its culture was facing endangerment,
particularly because the language is not
being passed down to the young generation.
The situation is even more dire when we
consider the gradual loss of older members
of the speaking community, who have
mastery and extensive knowledge of the
language and culture. It became clear that if
we are to stem further loss, documentation
of the language has to begin immediately
with great urgency. The objective is to
collect lexicon items with a purpose of
creating a dictionary and learning materials.

4

In Decolonizing the Mind, Ngugi explains
that “language as culture is the collective
memory bank of a people’s experience”—
thus its loss is the loss of a heritage,
knowledge and identity.

As a native speaker of Kitaita, I am a
resource person for any student seeking to
research the language but without printed
materials my help is limited. This need for
materials further motivated me to apply
for professional development leave, which
was granted in fall 2015. T went to Kenya
and embarked on searching for printed
materials in the language, making the
speaking community aware of the status
of endangerment and developing linkages
with people who would be interested in
collaborating with me in the project. The
only materials I found were the Bible, a
hymn book, a small pamphlet on folklore
and culture, a collection of proverbs, and a
devotional. There are no learning materials
or even a dictionary!

Taita-speakers, with a population of
284,657 as of 2009 census, occupy the
Taita Hills located in Taita-Taveta county,
within which there are three distinct
ethnic communities, Wataita, Wataveta and
Wasagala. Although these three languages
are related structurally because they are
Bantu, they are not mutually intelligible.
Kiswahili is the language that crosses the

ethnic line. The hegemony of Kiswahili as
the national language and English as the
official/instructional languages is one of
the contributing factors in the endanger-
ment of minority languages like Kitaita.

In collaboration with Professor Clara
Momany of the Catholic University of
East Africa (CUEA) we wrote a proposal
to solicit funding for Bilingual Dictionary
Project. She is working on the Taveta-
Swahili dictionary while I work on the
Taita-English. During my research, I was
fortunate to meet Taita elders at Taita
Cultural Center in Wundanyi, which is dedi-
cated to the preservation of the culture and
they agreed to assist in the documentation.
A “google open library” document on the
Kisagala language written by a missionary
named Alfred Wray in 1894 has provided a
useful format for compiling the dictionary. I
will conduct a workshop with the elders and
other stakeholders to help confirm, fill in
the gaps or make corrections before seeking
publication in the near future. I believe the
completed project will be useful to learners,
travelers, researchers and the speaking
community itself.

Rose San Lugano is master lecturer in the
Department of Languages, Literatures and
Cultures.
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MUSLIM MINORITIES IN SOUTHERN CITIES
OF BENIN AND TOGO

FREDERICK MADORE

| joined UF in October 2018 as a
Banting Postdoctoral Fellow shortly
after having defended my thesis. 1
spent much of the past year finishing my
dissertation, “Rivalités et collaborations
entre ainés et cadets sociaux dans les
milieux associatifs islamiques en Cote
d’Ivoire et au Burkina Faso (1970-2017),” in
history at the Université Laval. My disserta-
tion entailed a comparative historical study
of the role of Muslims from marginalized
social categories in the transformations
of Islam in these two countries since the
1970s. The parallel religious demography
of the two cases—with Islam as a majority
religion but one that has historically been
in a subordinate political role—makes the
comparison of these two specific cases a
very compelling one. Adopting an interdis-
ciplinary research approach, I conducted
ten months of ethnographic fieldwork in
Ouagadougou and Abidjan (2014-2015)
along with using national newspapers and
documents produced by Islamic organiza-
tions. I argue that “social cadets” from
various sociocultural backgrounds and
theological currents renegotiated power
relations to claim a more important place in
the religious field through a process marked
by advances—much more noteworthy in
Céte d’Ivoire than in Burkina Faso—and
setbacks. I also employed different concep-
tualizations of agency, as well as the ideas
of an “Islamic public sphere” and a “civil
Islam” to interrogate the plurality of ways
in which Muslim youth and women engage
in Islamic activism. In the end, I conclude
that these actors have been at the forefront
of promoting new forms of religious civic
participation and entrepreneurship for
socio-economic development in addition to
creatively using media.

My new research project focuses
on the history of Muslim minorities in
southern cities of Benin and Togo since
the Independence era. Apart from Cote
d’Ivoire, the history of Islamic communities
in the Christian-majority and francophone
areas of the Gulf of Guinea—such as in

Benin and Togo—remain mostly unknown.
Even if Pentecostal, evangelical, and
charismatic churches seem to be exerting
the most visible growing political influence
in these two countries, Islam has nonethe-
less also seen considerable progress in

the religious landscape, especially in large
coastal cities such as Cotonou, Porto Novo,
and Lomé. This religion—now accounting
for 20-25% of the population in each
country—has also recently attracted atten-
tion for an apparent Islamic awakening;

In Togo, the new opposition figurehead

of the unprecedented anti-government
protests that spread across the country in
2017 has been regularly accused of links to

Islamist radicals by pro-government leaders.

In Benin, following the major mobiliza-
tion of the Muslim community in 2017,
the government had to reverse a ban on
occupying public streets for prayers. From
March 2019, I will be conducting fieldwork
in Benin and Togo.

I'am also currently working with the
Academic Research & Consulting Services
group at UF to develop a digital database
containing archival materials, newspaper
articles, Islamic publications, and photo-
graphs related to Islam in Burkina Faso.

Despite the recent surge in popularity for
the digital humanities, very few projects to

date have sought to seriously mobilize the
potential for digital tools to develop research
on Islam in sub-Saharan Africa. Although
African archives in the postcolonial era are
usually scattered, disorderly and partial, it

is quite possible to build a rich corpus of
written sources despite the numerous diffi-
culties. In the course of doctoral research,

I digitized and organized more than 7,000
newspaper articles on Ivorian and Burkinabe
Muslim communities, along with material
from some 1,000 varied Islamic publications,
to create a database containing more than
12,000 items. I will use Omeka, a free digital
library management platform which allows
the web-publishing of files of different types
(video, audio, image, text) and their identifi-
cation by assigning metadata, keywords and
even geotagging for a browsable map. This
allows users to do a simple tags or full-text
search (possible with the OCR) as well as
advanced searching across all items.

Frédérick Madore is a Banting postdoctoral fellow in
the Center for African Studies. Funding provided by
the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council

of Canada (SSHRC).
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SAVANNA SCIENCE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

ROBERT McCLEERY

In March, 2019 | attended the
annual Savanna Science Networking
meeting held in Kruger National
Park. This meeting provides an oppor-
tunity for scientists to share their latest
research findings conducted in national
parks and other conservation areas within
the savanna biome. This includes numer-
ous research projects from conservation
areas mostly within South Africa (with
Kruger National Park the best repre-
sented), but also drawing in relevant
research and understanding from other
savanna protected areas across the globe,
including Australia, South America, USA
and Asia. The conference is also an impor-
tant forum for dialogue and debate about
ecological science and conservation mat-
ters; and a pivotal point for future research
collaborations. There are only plenary
sessions and each speaker presents their

research to an audience of 500-700 people.

The research I presented focuses on
the linkages between woody savannas and
animal diversity. Savannas are increasingly
threatened by anthropogenic forces that
are causing broad-scale directional shifts
in woody vegetation that homogenizes
their structure. Yet, whether animal

communities respond consistently to
changes in woody vegetation in savannas,
particularly in terms of the effects of
spatial scale, remains poorly understood.
We addressed this gap by testing for
changes in birds, bats and terrestrial small
mammals across a gradient of woody

cover in the savannas of southeastern
Aftica for two years at multiple spatial
scales. We found that homogenization of
vegetation structure corresponded with
decreases in animal richness, diversity and
functional diversity. Additionally, metrics

of animal diversity declined at opposing
ends of a canopy cover gradient (<10% and
>65%), where we found distinctly different
animal assemblages. These patterns were
consistently more pronounced on a broader
grid scale (30.25 ha) when compared with
the plot scale (0.25 ha). The broad-scale
reductions in the diversity and functions

of animals observed may be indicative of
reductions in the resilience, stability and
ecosystem function of tropical savannas.
Our results suggest that conservation

and management aimed at promoting
heterogeneity at broad scales may be critical
for maintaining diversity and functionality
in savannas.

While at the conference I met with
many African collaborators, including South
African National Parks, the University of
Swaziland, the University of Witwatersrand
and the University of Cape Town. Together
we recently established a long-term multi-
collaborator project to understand the influ-
ence of varying levels of elephant activity
on the diversity and health of savannas.
To conduct this research, we have created
research plots where elephants are always
excluded with elephant proof fencing, plots
where elephants have free range, and plots
where elephant access is limited through the
opening and closing of fences. This research
is critical to understand how variations
in elephant activity can lead to extremely
different marked changes in savanna health.
Additionally, I met with my graduate student
Zoe Nhleko. Zoe works for Kruger National
Park and is examining the changes in white
rhino populations from the current poaching
epidemic. After the conference Zoe and I
designed an experiment to understand how
rhinos respond to non-lethal exposure to
human disturbance.

Robert McCleery is associate professor in the
Department of Wildlife Ecology & Conservation.
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RELIGION, ETHNICITY, AND CONFLICT IN ETHIOPIA

TERJE OSTEBY

I was fortunate to be awarded
sabbatical leave during last academic
year, enabling me to finalize a book
project which had been in the making
for many years. The book is tentatively
called Islaama vs. Ambara: Religion, Ethnicity,
and Conflict in Ethiopia. It offers an in-depth
analysis of a well-known armed insurgency
in Ethiopia’s region of Bale, which took
place from 1963 to 1970. The Bale insur-
gency was intersected with a broader situa-
tion of unrest and instability in the eastern
parts of the Horn of Africa, from Eritrea
in the north, to the Ogaden region, and all
the way to Kenya with the so-called shifia
war. Common for all these insurgencies
was that they involved lowland pastoralist
Muslims — making religion relevant when
trying to understand the conflicts.

Previous interpretations of the
insurgency have, from a Marxist perspec-
tive, emphasized class, taxation, and land
alienation, and consequently underplayed
religion and ethnicity. This book addresses
this by incorporating religion as a variable,
and secks moreover to situate religion in
relation to ethnicity and broader issues
relevant for both the formation of identities

and so-called identity-based conflicts. It also
discusses local factors relevant for under-
standing the insurgency, as well as relating
it to similar movements within the broader
context of the Horn. Demonstrating that
religion (Islam vs. Christianity) remained
an important dimension of the conflict,
the book firmly situates this as an inte-
grative part of broader social realities.
Interrogating epistemological underpin-
nings and existing perspectives around
religious and ethnic identities, it forwards
alternative suggestions for how to better
theorize around the relationship between
religion and ethnicity. A key point here is
to recognize the embodied and emplaced
nature of human existence, which means
that religious and ethnic belonging must
be seen in relation to embodied human
relations and continuums between a cultural
and material world.

The book is for the most part based on
ethnographical research, and I have spent
much time talking to former insurgents,
military officers, government officials, and
people witnessing the fighting. I completed
a month in Ethiopia doing fieldwork related
to this project during summer 2017, an

additional 2 weeks in Ethiopia in December
2017, as well as a short and final fieldwork
in June 2018. Furthermore, I have gained
access to valuable documents that have
allowed me to triangulate between different
sources. These documents include military
communication, government records, and
court files. All the chapters of the book are
now finalized, and currently being reviewed
by an internationally recognized university
press. I anticipate to have it published
sometime in 2019.

In addition to working on this book
project, I also spent 3 weeks as a guest-
researcher and lecturer at the University
of Bergen in fall 2017. During my stay
in Ethiopia in December 2017, I was
moreover invited to give seminars to the
graduate students in the Department of
Anthropology, Addis Ababa University. In
spring 2018 I was invited to give a lecture at
the University of Tromse, Norway.

Terje Ostebo is associate professor in the Center for
African Studies and the Department of Religion,
where he is currently 